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civil estimate quantity calculation formula

In civil engineering projects, accurately estimating quantities is fundamental to creating reliable cost
assessments, planning resource allocation, and ensuring project feasibility. The process involves
calculating the volume, area, or length of various structural and non-structural components based on
detailed design drawings and specifications. A precise understanding of the civil estimate quantity
calculation formula is essential for engineers, contractors, and project managers to develop realistic
budgets and avoid costly overruns or shortages. This article explores the core principles, formulas,
and methodologies used to determine quantities in civil estimates, providing a comprehensive guide
for practitioners in the field.

Understanding the Importance of Quantity Estimation in Civil
Engineering

Role of Quantity Estimation

Quantity estimation serves as the backbone of cost estimation, project planning, and resource
management in civil engineering. It helps in:

- Determining the amount of materials required (e.g., concrete, steel, bricks)
- Planning labor and equipment needs

- Establishing project timelines

- Preparing accurate tender documents and bids

- Ensuring cost control throughout the project lifecycle

Sources of Data for Quantity Calculation
The primary data sources include:

- Detailed construction drawings

- Specifications and technical standards

- Bill of quantities (BOQ)
- Site measurements and surveys
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Understanding these sources is crucial in applying the correct formulas to derive accurate quantities.
Core Principles of Quantity Calculation
Measurement Units
Quantities are typically measured in standard units such as:

- Cubic meters (m3) for volume-based items like concrete and earthwork

- Square meters (m?2) for surface areas like walls and pavements

- Linear meters (m) for lengths such as beams, pipes, or reinforcement bars
Accuracy and Precision
Estimations should be as precise as possible, considering:

- Variations in material dimensions

- Construction tolerances

- Measurement errors
Adopting standardized methods and detailed drawings enhances accuracy.
Fundamental Civil Estimate Quantity Calculation Formulas

The formulas used in quantity calculations depend on the type of component being measured. The
most common calculations involve volume, area, and length estimations.

1. Volume Calculation Formula

The general formula for calculating the volume of a three-dimensional object or component:
Volume (V) = Length (L) x Width (W) x Height (H)

Application: Used for calculating quantities of concrete, earthwork, or any volumetric material.
2. Area Calculation Formula

The basic formula for surface area:
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Area (A) = Length (L) x Width (W)

Application: For walls, floors, pavements, and slabs.

3. Length Calculation Formula

For linear measurements, the simple formula:

Length (L) = Sum of individual component lengths

Application: Beams, pipes, reinforcement bars, and fencing.

Specialized Quantity Calculation Formulas in Civil Works

Beyond basic formulas, certain components require specific calculation methods based on their
geometry and construction methods.

1. Earthwork Calculation

Earthwork involves excavation and filling operations. The basic formula:
Quantity of earthwork (m3) = Cross-sectional area (m?) x Length (m)
Where the cross-sectional area can be calculated as:

Area = (Top width + Bottom width) / 2 x Depth

Application: For trenches, embankments, and excavations.

2. Reinforcement Steel Calculation

Reinforcement estimation involves calculating the total weight of steel bars:
Weight (kg) = Length of bar (m) x Number of bars x Unit weight per meter
Where the unit weight per meter depends on the bar size, e.g., 0.617 kg/m for 10 mm diameter.
3. Wall and Floor Area Calculation

Wallls and floors are often calculated by:
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- For walls: Area = Length x Height
- For floors/slabs: Area = Length x Width

Adjustments are made for openings, doors, and windows.
Calculating Quantities for Specific Civil Components
1. Concrete Structures
To estimate concrete quantities:
- Determine the volume of the structure using the relevant geometry
- Subtract the volume of openings or embedded items if necessary
Formula:
Concrete volume (m?3) = Length x Width x Thickness
Example: For a concrete slab, multiply the area by thickness.
2. Masonry and Brickwork
The quantity of bricks or blocks:
- Calculate the total surface area to be covered
- Divide by the area covered per brick/block
Formula:
Number of bricks = Total wall area / Area covered per brick
Include wastage percentage in final calculations.
3. Paving and Flooring

Estimate based on:

- Total paved area
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- Thickness and material specifications
Formula:
Paving volume (m?) = Area (m?) x Thickness (m)
Integrating Quantity Calculations into Cost Estimation
Effective cost estimation combines quantity calculations with material and labor costs. The process

involves:

- Multiplying quantities of each component by their unit costs

- Summing across all components

- Adding overheads, contingencies, and profit margins
Sample Calculation:

- Concrete volume: 10 m3

- Unit cost of concrete: $100/m3
Total cost for concrete = 10 x 100 = $1,000
This process is repeated for all components to derive the total project estimate.
Common Errors and Best Practices in Quantity Calculation
Common Errors

- Misreading drawings or specifications

- Ignoring allowances for wastage

- Overlooking openings or embedded items

- Using incorrect units or conversion factors
Best Practices

- Always refer to detailed drawings
- Include wastage percentages (typically 5-10%)
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- Cross-verify measurements with site surveys
- Use standardized formulas and tools
- Maintain detailed records of calculations

Conclusion

Accurate civil estimate quantity calculation is vital for the successful execution of construction
projects. The fundamental formulas?volume = length x width x height, area = length x width, and
length = sum of parts?serve as the foundation for more complex calculations tailored to specific
components. Mastery of these formulas, combined with careful analysis and attention to detalil,
enables engineers and estimators to produce reliable cost estimates, optimize resource utilization,
and ensure project success. As construction projects grow in complexity, integrating advanced
calculation methods and software tools further enhances accuracy and efficiency in quantity
estimation. Understanding and applying these core principles is indispensable for anyone involved in
civil engineering and construction management.

Civil Estimate Quantity Calculation Formula: A Comprehensive Guide for Accurate Construction
Cost Estimation

In the realm of civil engineering and construction, civil estimate quantity calculation formula stands
as a cornerstone for project planning, budgeting, and resource management. Accurate quantity
calculations are essential to ensure that the project is financially feasible, properly resourced, and
completed within the stipulated timeline. Whether you're a seasoned civil engineer, a contractor, or a
student delving into construction estimation, understanding the fundamental formulas and
methodologies behind quantity calculation is vital for producing reliable estimates and avoiding
costly errors.

Understanding the Basics of Civil Quantity Estimation

Before diving into the specific formulas, it?s important to grasp what civil estimate quantities entail.
Essentially, these quantities refer to the measurable units of materials, labor, and equipment needed
to complete a particular construction activity or component such as concrete work, earthwork,
masonry, or finishes.

Why is accurate quantity calculation important?

- Ensures precise procurement of materials
- Helps in budgeting and financial planning
- Facilitates efficient project scheduling

- Reduces wastage and cost overruns
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Core Principles of Quantity Calculation in Civil Engineering
At its core, civil quantity estimation involves measuring the dimensions of various structural

elements and applying relevant formulas to determine the quantities needed. Some basic principles
include:

- Precise measurement of dimensions (length, width, height, depth, etc.)

- Use of standard formulas for volume and area calculation

- Adjustment factors for overlaps, wastage, and other contingencies

- Application of specific formulas based on the type of work (e.g., concrete, earthwork)

The Fundamental Civil Estimate Quantity Calculation Formula

While there are numerous formulas tailored to specific tasks, the general formula for calculating
guantities in civil estimation can be summarized as:

Quantity = Cross-sectional Area x Length

This simple formula forms the basis for numerous calculations, such as for beams, trenches, or
pipes. However, for more complex structures, more detailed formulas are applied.

Basic Volume Calculation Formula
For most civil work involving volumetric measurements:
Volume (V) = Area (A) x Length (L)
Where:
- Area (A) is the cross-sectional area of the element (m?2)
- Length (L) is the length along which the area extends (m)

Specific Formulae for Common Civil Construction Elements

- Earthwork Quantities

Earthwork involves excavation and filling operations. The primary formula used is:



civil engineering quantities 1990 Academic PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 10

Quantity of excavation or filling (m?3) = Cross-sectional Area (m2) x Length (m)
Calculating Cross-sectional Area:

For irregular shapes, the area can be calculated using the average of the cross-sections or through
geometrical methods depending on the shape.

Example:
For a trench with a trapezoidal cross-section:
> Area = (a+b)/2 x depth
where:
- a = width at the top
- b = width at the bottom
- depth = depth of the trench

Total earthwork volume:

>V =[(a+b)/2 x depth] x length

- Concrete Quantity Calculation
Concrete quantities are calculated based on the volume of the concrete mix needed for a structure.
Formula:
> Quantity of concrete (m3) = Length x Width x Thickness

In cases where the structure has complex shapes, the volume is subdivided into simple shapes, and
the formula applied to each.

Example:
For a rectangular beam:

> Volume = Length x Width x Height
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- Brickwork and Masonry

The quantity of bricks or blocks is calculated based on the area of the wall and the size of individual
units.

Formula:

> Number of bricks = Area of wall / Area of one brick

or

> Quantity of bricks (m3) = Wall area x Thickness / Volume of one brick

Incorporating Wastage, Overheads, and Contingencies

In real-world projects, raw calculations are adjusted to account for wastage, breakage, and other

unforeseen factors. Typical addition includes:

- Wastage percentage: Usually 2-10% depending on material and work type
- Overhead costs: Administrative and labor overheads
- Contingency allowance: For unexpected issues
Adjusted Quantity Formula:
> Adjusted Quantity = Raw Quantity x (1 + Wastage%)
Advanced Civil Estimate Quantity Calculation Techniques
For complex structures like bridges, tunnels, or high-rise buildings, simple formulas are insufficient.

Engineers employ:

- Layered calculation methods involving sectional analysis
- 3D modeling and CAD software for precise volumetric measurements
- Standardized codes such as IS codes, ASTM standards for material calculations

Practical Example: Calculating Quantity for a Reinforced Concrete Beam

Let's walk through an example to illustrate the process:
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Given Data:
- Length of the beam = 6 meters
- Cross-sectional dimensions = 0.3 m width x 0.6 m height
Step 1: Calculate the cross-sectional area:
> A = Width x Height =0.3 m x 0.6 m = 0.18 m2
Step 2: Calculate the volume:
>V=AxLength=0.18 m?x 6 m=1.08 m3
Step 3: Adjust for wastage (say 5%):
> Adjusted Quantity = 1.08 m3 x (1 + 0.05) = 1.134 m3
This value represents the approximate quantity of concrete required for this beam.

Summary: Key Takeaways on Civil Estimate Quantity Calculation Formula

- Understand the structure and its components to determine appropriate formulas.

- Measure dimensions accurately for reliable calculations.

- Use basic geometric formulas (area, volume) as the foundation for all estimates.

- Adjust raw calculations for wastage, contingencies, and overheads.
- Leverage advanced tools and codes for complex projects.

Final Words

Vol. 2023, Issue 10

Mastering the civil estimate quantity calculation formula is fundamental for delivering precise and
reliable construction estimates. Whether it?s simple earthwork or intricate structural components,
applying the correct formulas ensures effective resource planning and cost control. As civil
engineering continues to evolve with technological advances, blending traditional calculation
methods with modern software tools can significantly enhance accuracy and efficiency.

Always remember: meticulous measurement and thoughtful adjustments form the backbone of
successful project estimation. With these principles in mind, you can approach your civil estimation

tasks with confidence and professionalism.
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QuestionAnswer What is the basic formula used for civil estimate quantity calculation? The basic
formula involves multiplying the unit rate by the quantity of work, often expressed as Quantity =
Length x Width x Height or as per specific item dimensions, to determine the total estimated
guantity in civil projects. How do you calculate the quantity of concrete in a civil estimate? The
guantity of concrete is calculated using the formula: Volume = Length x Width x Thickness (or
Height). For example, for a slab, multiply the area by the thickness to get the total concrete volume.
What is the standard formula to estimate earthwork quantities? Earthwork quantities are calculated
using the volume formula: Volume = Cross-sectional Area x Length of the section, often employing
the average end areas method for cut and fill calculations. How do you determine the quantity of
bricks required for a wall in civil estimation? The quantity of bricks is estimated using the formula:
Number of bricks = (Length x Height x Thickness of wall) / Volume of one brick, adjusting for mortar
joints as needed. Why is it important to use standardized formulas in civil estimate quantity
calculations? Using standardized formulas ensures accuracy, consistency, and efficiency in
estimates, minimizing errors and facilitating clear communication among project stakeholders.

Related keywords: civil estimate, quantity calculation, construction estimation, measurement
formulas, material quantity, project cost estimation, construction quantities, estimate formula, civil
engineering calculations, quantity takeoff

civil quantity calculation formula

civil quantity calculation formula

In the realm of civil engineering, construction, and project management, accurately estimating the
quantities of materials and work involved is fundamental to the successful execution of any project.
The term "civil quantity calculation formula" refers to the set of mathematical expressions and
methodologies used to determine the quantities of various works and materials such as earthwork,
concrete, brickwork, and surface finishes. These formulas serve as the backbone for project
planning, cost estimation, resource allocation, and progress tracking. Developing a comprehensive
understanding of these formulas enables engineers and contractors to optimize their work, minimize
wastage, and ensure the project stays within budget and timeline constraints.

Understanding the Importance of Civil Quantity Calculation

Before delving into specific formulas, it is essential to appreciate why quantity calculation holds such
significance in civil engineering projects:

Cost Estimation and Budgeting
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Accurate quantity calculations directly influence the cost estimates of a project. Overestimating
leads to unnecessary expenditure, while underestimating can cause delays and budget overruns.

Resource Planning and Procurement

Knowing precise quantities helps in planning the procurement of materials and labor, ensuring
resources are available when needed and reducing idle time.

Project Scheduling and Progress Monitoring

Quantities form the basis for setting realistic schedules and milestones, facilitating efficient progress
tracking.

Quality Control and Waste Reduction
Accurate calculations help minimize material wastage and ensure quality standards are met.
Fundamental Concepts in Civil Quantity Calculation
Before exploring specific formulas, understanding some basic concepts is crucial:
Measurement Units

- Lengths in meters (m) or feet (ft)

- Areas in square meters (m?2) or square feet (ft?)

- Volumes in cubic meters (m?3) or cubic feet (ft3)

- Weights in kilograms (kg) or tons
Standard Assumptions and Conventions

- Uniform thickness or depth unless specified

- Standardized material densities

- Consistent measurement points and methods
Types of Quantities Calculated

- Earthwork quantities (cut and fill)
- Concrete volumes
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- Brick and block work
- Surface finishes
- Structural elements
Common Civil Quantity Calculation Formulas
This section covers the most frequently used formulas in civil engineering for quantity estimation.

1. Earthwork Quantities

Earthwork involves excavation and filling operations. The basic formula for calculating the volume of
cut or fill is:

Volume of Earthwork
Volume (V) = Area of cross-section (A) x Length (L)
Where:

- A is the cross-sectional area (m?)

- L is the length of the section (m)

For irregular or complex shapes, the volume can be calculated using the trapezoidal rule or
Simpson?s rule based on cross-sectional data.

2. Volume of Concrete

Concrete volume is calculated based on the dimensions of the formwork or the structural element:
Concrete Volume

V = Length (L) x Width (W) x Thickness (T)

Example:

For a beam measuring 5 m long, 0.3 m wide, and 0.5 m thick:

V=5x03x05=0.75m3

3. Brickwork Quantity
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Brickwork volume estimates are based on the number of bricks and mortar joints:
Bricks Required

Number of bricks = (Total volume of wall) / (Volume of one brick + mortar)
Alternatively, using standard brick size (e.g., 190 mm x 90 mm x 90 mm):
Number of bricks = (Wall length x Wall height x Thickness) / (Brick volume + mortar space)
Note: Adjust for mortar thickness and joint gaps as per specifications.

4. Surface Area for Finishes

Calculating areas for surface finishes like plastering or painting:

Area Calculation

Area = Length x Height (for walls)

Area = Surface area of slabs or ceilings

Example:

A wall measuring 10 m long and 3 m high:

Area =10 x 3 =30 m2

5. Reinforcement Steel Quantities

Steel reinforcement is calculated based on the weight per unit length, which depends on the bar
diameter:

Steel Weight Calculation
Weight (kg) = Length of bar (m) x Unit weight per meter (kg/m)

For standard bars:

- 12 mm diameter bar: approximately 0.888 kg/m
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- 16 mm diameter bar: approximately 1.58 kg/m
- 20 mm diameter bar: approximately 2.47 kg/m

Advanced and Specific Civil Quantity Calculation Formulas
For complex projects, more detailed formulas and methodologies are employed.
1. Shoring and Formwork Quantities

Calculating the formwork area involves:

Formwork Area

Area = Sum of all form surfaces (walls, slabs, beams)

Include allowances for overlaps, waste, and shuttering thickness.

2. Piling and Foundation Quantities

Pile volume:

V = Cross-sectional area of the pile (?r?) x Length of pile (L)

Total pile volume is then multiplied by the number of piles.

3. Surface Finishing Quantities

For finishes like tiling or painting, calculate the total surface area, considering openings and
irregularities.

Calculating Quantities Using Standard Methods and Tools
Modern construction relies heavily on standardized methods and tools:

1. Standardized Formulas and Tables

- Use of standard measurement tables for brickwork, concrete, etc.
- Reference to industry standards (IS, ASTM, BS)

2. Software and Digital Tools
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- Quantity surveying software (e.g., Bluebeam, AutoCAD, Revit)
- BIM (Building Information Modeling) tools for precise 3D modeling and quantity extraction

3. Manual Calculation Techniques

- Cross-sectional analysis
- Graphical methods
- Trapezoidal and Simpson?s rule for irregular shapes

Best Practices for Accurate Quantity Calculation

Ensuring accuracy in quantity estimation is crucial for project success:

- Use detailed drawings and specifications

- Conduct site measurements and surveys

- Include allowances for wastage, overlaps, and errors

- Cross-verify calculations with different methods

- Maintain updated measurement records and documentation
- Train personnel in measurement standards and practices

Conclusion

The civil quantity calculation formula encompasses a broad set of mathematical expressions and
principles tailored to various construction activities. Whether estimating earthwork, concrete,
brickwork, or finishing materials, understanding and accurately applying these formulas is vital for
effective project planning, budgeting, and execution. As technology advances, digital tools and
software augment traditional manual calculations, enhancing precision and efficiency. Nonetheless,
a solid grasp of fundamental formulas remains essential for civil engineers, quantity surveyors, and
construction managers to ensure that projects are executed within scope, budget, and quality
standards. Mastery of civil quantity calculation formulas ultimately leads to optimized resource
utilization, minimized wastage, and successful project delivery.

Civil Quantity Calculation Formula: An In-Depth Guide

Understanding the intricacies of civil quantity calculation formulas is fundamental for civil engineers,
architects, quantity surveyors, and construction managers. Accurate estimation of quantities not only
ensures cost control but also influences project planning, resource allocation, and overall project
success. This comprehensive guide delves into the core concepts, methodologies, and formulas
involved in civil quantity calculations.
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Introduction to Civil Quantity Calculation

Civil quantity calculation involves determining the volume, area, length, and weight of various
construction materials and structural elements. These calculations form the basis for project
estimates, tendering, procurement, and cost management.

Why is Accurate Quantity Calculation Important?

- Prevents cost overruns

- Ensures efficient resource utilization

- Facilitates accurate billing and payment
- Aids in project scheduling and planning
- Enhances project quality and safety

Key Components in Civil Quantity Estimation

- Excavation and earthwork

- Concrete structures

- Masonry and brickwork

- Flooring and finishing

- Paving and road works

- Structural steel and reinforcement

Fundamental Measurement Types

Civil quantities are generally categorized into three types:

- Linear Quantities: Lengths of elements like beams, walls, pipes.

- Area Quantities: Surface areas such as floors, walls, facades.

- Volume Quantities: Cubic measurements for earthworks, concrete, etc.
Accurate measurement of these quantities relies on specific formulas tailored to each component.
Basic Formulas and Their Applications

1. Volume Calculation of Earthwork

Formula:



civil engineering quantities 1990 Academic PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 10

\[ \text{Volume} = \frac{(A + B)H2} \times H \]
Where:
- A = Cross-sectional area at one end
- B = Cross-sectional area at the other end
- H = Length or height over which the section varies
Application:
For trenches, embankments, or irregular earthworks, the trapezoidal or prismoidal formula is used.
Prismoidal Formula (for irregular sections):
\[ V = \frac{HH6} \times (A_1+A 2+ 4 \times A m)\]
Where:
- \(A_1\) = Cross-sectional area at one end
- \(A_2\) = Cross-sectional area at the other end
-\(A_m\) = Cross-sectional area at mid-section
- \(H\) = Length of the section
2. Concrete Quantity Calculation
Formula:
\[ text{Volume of concrete} = \text{Length} \times \text{Breadth} \times \text{Depth} \]
For rectangular slabs:
\[ V =L \times B \times D \]
For cylindrical columns:
\[ V = \pi \times r2 \times H \]

Considerations:
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- Account for wastage (typically 2-5%)
- Deduct voids or openings if any

3. Brickwork and Masonry Calculation
Formula:

\[ text{Number of bricks} = \frac{\text{Area of wall} \times \text{thickness}}{\text{area of one brick} +
mortar joint} \]

or

\[ \text{Quantity of bricks} = \frac{\text{Total volume of masonry}}{\text{Volume of one brick} + mortar
joint} \]

Example:

- Volume of brickwork:

\[ V_{masonry} = \text{Length} \times \text{Width} \times \text{Height} \|

- Number of bricks:
\[ text{Number of bricks} = \frac{V_{masonry}}{V_{brick}} \]
Where:
\[ V_{brick} = \text{length} \times \text{breadth} \times \text{height} \]
Advanced Quantity Calculation Techniques
1. Use of Pseudo-Volumes for Complex Shapes

When dealing with complex geometries, approximate the volume by dividing the shape into simpler
sections and summing their volumes, utilizing the basic formulas.

2. Digital Tools and Software

Modern civil engineering projects increasingly rely on BIM (Building Information Modeling) and CAD
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tools to automatically extract quantities from 3D models, minimizing manual errors.
3. Statistical and Probabilistic Methods

For projects with uncertain parameters, probabilistic models like Monte Carlo simulations can be
used to estimate quantities with associated confidence levels.

Detailed Step-by-Step Approach to Quantity Calculation

Step 1: Review Drawings and Specifications

- Identify all elements requiring measurement

- Note dimensions, shapes, and construction details

- Clarify any ambiguous features
Step 2: Choose Appropriate Measurement Method

- For regular shapes, use straightforward formulas

- For irregular or complex shapes, employ sectional methods or software
Step 3: Measure Dimensions Accurately

- Use scaled drawings for measurements

- Cross-verify measurements for precision
Step 4: Apply Formulas and Compute Quantities

- Calculate individual element quantities

- Include allowances for wastage, overlaps, and tolerances
Step 5: Summarize and Cross-Check

- Tabulate all quantities

- Cross-verify totals with previous estimates or standards

Common Challenges and Best Practices
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Challenges:

- Measurement inaccuracies
- Ambiguous drawings

- Variations in material sizes
- Changes in project scope

Best Practices:

- Maintain detailed measurement logs

- Use standardized measurement units
- Regularly update and review quantities
- Incorporate contingency allowances

- Use calibrated tools and software

Cost Estimation and Quantity Calculation
Once quantities are determined, the next step is to link them with unit rates to estimate costs:
\[ text{Cost} = \text{Quantity} \times \text{Unit Rate} \|

This emphasizes the importance of precise quantity calculation, as errors directly impact project
budgets.

Conclusion: The Significance of Accurate Formulas in Civil
Engineering

Civil quantity calculation formulas are the backbone of precise project estimation. Their correct
application ensures project viability, profitability, and timely completion. Mastery of these formulas
requires understanding the underlying principles, meticulous measurement, and adaptation to
project-specific complexities. As technology advances, integrating traditional formulas with digital
tools enhances accuracy and efficiency, propelling civil engineering towards greater precision and
professionalism.

In summary, the civil quantity calculation formula encompasses a broad spectrum of mathematical
techniques tailored for different construction elements. From simple volume calculations to complex
sectional analyses, understanding and applying these formulas correctly is paramount for successful
project execution.
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QuestionAnswer What is the basic formula for civil quantity calculation in construction projects?
The basic formula involves multiplying the length, width, and height (or depth) of each component to
find the volume, e.g., Volume = Length x Width x Height. How do you calculate the quantity of
concrete required for a slab? Calculate the volume by multiplying the length, width, and thickness of
the slab: Quantity = Length x Width x Thickness, then convert to cubic meters or desired units.
What is the standard formula to estimate steel reinforcement quantity in a beam? Steel quantity is
typically calculated as the total weight of reinforcement bars: Steel weight = (Steel density) x (Total
length of bars), considering bar sizes and spacing. How is the quantity of bricks calculated in a wall
construction? Brick quantity is calculated by dividing the total wall volume (length x height x
thickness) by the volume of a single brick, adjusting for mortar gaps. What is the formula to
determine the quantity of earthwork in excavation? Earthwork volume = Cross-sectional area x
Length of excavation, often calculated using average end areas or prismoidal methods. How do you
compute the quantity of plastering in a wall? Calculate surface area (length x height), then multiply
by the thickness to get volume, which is then converted into material quantities based on coverage
rates. What is the civil quantity calculation formula for flooring materials? Flooring quantity = Area of
the floor (length x width), considering additional wastage or overlaps, expressed in square meters or
feet. How do you estimate the quantity of reinforcement steel for columns? Calculate the total length
of reinforcement bars within the column, then multiply by the steel density or weight per meter to find
total reinforcement weight. What are the common units used in civil quantity calculations? Common
units include cubic meters (m?) for volume, kilograms or tonnes (kg/t) for steel, square meters (m?)
for area, and number of units for bricks or blocks.

Related keywords: civil quantity calculation, construction quantity formula, building quantity
estimation, material quantity calculation, civil engineering measurement, work quantity formula,
construction cost estimation, project quantity survey, concrete volume calculation, excavation
volume formula
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Civil Engineering Estimation Formula

Civil engineering estimation formula is a fundamental aspect of construction project planning that
enables engineers, contractors, and project managers to accurately forecast the costs and
resources required for a successful project. Proper estimation ensures that projects are completed
within budget, on time, and with the desired quality standards. Understanding the core principles,
formulas, and techniques involved in civil engineering estimation is crucial for minimizing financial
risks and optimizing resource allocation. This comprehensive guide explores the various estimation
formulas used in civil engineering, their applications, and best practices to achieve precise and
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reliable estimates.

Understanding Civil Engineering Estimation
Civil engineering estimation involves calculating the anticipated costs associated with construction

projects, including materials, labor, equipment, overheads, and contingencies. Accurate estimation
is vital for project feasibility, funding, bidding, and scheduling.

Key Objectives of Civil Engineering Estimation

- Provide a realistic budget for the project

- Assist in project scheduling and resource management
- Enable effective bidding strategies

- Minimize financial risks and overruns

- Facilitate project control and monitoring

Types of Civil Engineering Estimates

Understanding different types of estimates helps in selecting the appropriate formula and approach
based on project stage and accuracy required.

1. Preliminary or Rough Estimate
- Used in early project stages
- Based on limited data
- Provides approximate cost figures
2. Detailed or Quantity Estimate
- Based on detailed drawings and specifications
- Provides precise cost calculations
3. Approximate Estimate

- Used for feasibility studies
- Based on historical data and standard rates
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4. Final or Bid Estimate
- Prepared before contract award
- Incorporates all detailed data

Fundamental Civil Engineering Estimation Formulas

Estimation formulas in civil engineering are mathematical expressions that relate quantities, costs,
and other project parameters to determine the total project cost or specific components.

1. Quantity Estimation Formula

The foundation for cost estimation, the quantity estimation formula calculates the amount of
materials or work needed based on project drawings.

Basic Formula:
\[ text{Quantity} = \text{Unit Rate} \times \text{Number of Units} \]
However, more complex formulas are used for specific items, such as concrete or earthwork.
2. Earthwork Estimation Formula
Earthwork involves excavation and filling. The typical formula used is:
\[ \text{Volume} = \text{Area} \times \text{Depth} \|
For irregular surfaces, the average end area method is employed:
\[ text{Earthwork Volume} = \frac{A 1 + A 2}2} \times L \]
Where:

- \(A_1\) = cross-sectional area at one end

- \(A_2\) = cross-sectional area at the other end

- \(L\) = length of the section

3. Concrete Quantity Estimation
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Concrete volume estimation is crucial for structural elements.

Formula:

\[ \text{Concrete Volume} = \text{Cross-sectional Area} \times \ Length \]
For example, for a beam:

\[ V = \text{Width} \times \text{Height} \times \text{Length} \]

Include waste percentage:

\[ \text{Total Concrete} = V \times (1 + \text{Wastage Percentage}) \]

4. Steel Reinforcement Estimation

Steel reinforcement calculations are based on structural design specifications:
\[ \text{Steel Quantity} = \text{Area of Steel} \times \text{Length} \]
Convert to weight:

\[ \text{Steel Weight} = \text{Steel Volume} \times \text{Density of Steel} \]
Typically,

\[ \text{Steel Weight} = \text{Steel Volume} \times 7850 \, \text{kg/m}"3 \]

Cost Estimation Formulas in Civil Engineering

Cost estimation involves calculating the expense associated with each component.

1. Material Cost Formula

\[ \text{Material Cost} = \text{Quantity of Material} \times \text{Unit Price} \]
2. Labor Cost Formula

\[ \text{Labor Cost} = \text{Labor Hours} \times \text{Labor Rate} \]

3. Equipment Cost Formula

Vol. 2023, Issue 10
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\[ text{Equipment Cost} = \text{Operating Hours} \times \text{Hourly Rate} \]
4. Total Project Cost Formula

Total cost is the sum of all individual costs plus contingencies:

\[ text{Total Cost} = \text{Material Cost} + \text{Labor Cost} + \text{Equipment Cost} +

\text{Overheads} + \text{Contingencies} \|

Estimating Using Standard Data and Factors

Vol. 2023, Issue 10

Employing standard data, such as unit costs and productivity factors, enhances estimation accuracy.

Key points:

- Use reliable historical data

- Adjust for location and inflation

- Incorporate safety margins and contingencies
- Utilize software tools for complex projects

Best Practices for Accurate Civil Engineering Estimation

Achieving precise estimates requires adherence to best practices, including:

- Thoroughly review project drawings and specifications
- Use up-to-date and localized unit rates

- Include all direct and indirect costs

- Account for project-specific challenges and risks

- Implement contingency allowances

- Cross-verify estimates with multiple methods

- Leverage estimation software and digital tools

Role of Technology in Civil Engineering Estimation

Modern technology has revolutionized estimation processes with advanced software solutions like
AutoCAD, Revit, and specialized estimating tools. These platforms automate quantity take-offs, cost

calculations, and generate detailed reports, reducing errors and saving time.

Conclusion



civil engineering quantities 1990 Academic PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 10

Civil engineering estimation formulae are essential for the successful planning and execution of
construction projects. From basic quantity calculations to comprehensive cost assessments,
mastering these formulas and associated techniques ensures accurate, reliable estimates. By
combining traditional methods with technological advancements and best practices, civil engineers
and project managers can optimize resources, control costs, and achieve project objectives
efficiently. Whether working on small-scale projects or massive infrastructure developments,
understanding and applying the right estimation formulas is key to project success and
sustainability.
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Civil Engineering Estimation Formula: The Cornerstone of Successful Project Planning

In the realm of civil engineering, accuracy in project planning and budgeting is paramount. Whether
constructing a bridge, a highway, or a residential complex, the foundation of a successful project
rests on precise cost estimation. At the heart of this process lies the civil engineering estimation
formula, an essential tool that enables engineers and project managers to forecast costs, allocate
resources efficiently, and minimize financial risks. This article delves into the intricacies of civil
engineering estimation formulas, exploring their components, application methods, and significance
in contemporary construction practices.

Understanding the Civil Engineering Estimation Formula

What Is the Civil Engineering Estimation Formula?

The civil engineering estimation formula is a systematic approach used to approximate the total cost
of a construction project based on various measurable parameters. It combines data on quantities of

materials, labor, equipment, overheads, and profit margins to arrive at an overall financial estimate.
While the specific formula may vary depending on the project type and scope, its core principle
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remains consistent: translating physical quantities into monetary values through established rates
and factors.

Importance of Estimation in Civil Engineering
Accurate estimation is critical for several reasons:
- Budget Management: Ensures that the project remains financially viable.
- Resource Allocation: Helps in planning labor, materials, and equipment.
- Bidding and Tendering: Provides a competitive yet realistic bid.
- Risk Mitigation: Identifies potential cost overruns early.
- Project Scheduling: Facilitates timeline planning aligned with costs.
Components of the Civil Engineering Estimation Formula
To understand how the estimation formula works, it?s essential to break down its primary
components:
- Quantities of Materials and Work
This involves calculating the volume or quantity of materials needed, such as:
- Concrete (cubic meters)
- Steel reinforcement (tons)
- Earthwork (cubic meters)
- Asphalt (tons)
Methods such as detailed measurement (quantity takeoff) are employed to determine these
guantities from the project drawings and specifications.
- Unit Rates
Unit rates represent the cost per unit of material or work, derived from:

- Market prices
- Historical data
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- Supplier quotations
- Labor wages

For example, the cost per cubic meter of concrete or per square meter of pavement.

- Labor Costs
Labor estimation considers:

- Wages based on local wage rates

- Skill levels required

- Duration of work

- Overtime or shift differentials

- Equipment and Machinery Costs
These cover:

- Rental or depreciation costs

- Operating expenses like fuel, maintenance

- Labor for machinery operation

- Overheads and Indirect Costs
Overheads include:

- Site office expenses

- Utilities

- Temporary facilities

- Safety measures

- Profit Margin and Contingency

A predefined profit percentage is added, along with a contingency allowance to cover unforeseen
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expenses.
The General Structure of the Civil Engineering Estimation Formula

While various formulas and models exist, a typical comprehensive estimation formula can be
summarized as:

Total Estimated Cost (TEC) = ? (Quantity_i x Rate_i) + Overheads + Profit + Contingencies
Where:

- Quantity_i = Quantity of item i (materials, labor, equipment)

- Rate_i = Cost per unit for item i

- Summation (?) covers all items involved in the project

Example Breakdown:

Suppose a project involves laying 500 cubic meters of concrete. If the unit rate for concrete is $100
per cubic meter, then:

Material Cost for Concrete = 500 x $100 = $50,000

Adding labor, equipment, overheads, profit, and contingencies to this base gives the total estimated
project cost.

Detailed Application of the Estimation Formula
Step 1: Quantity Takeoff
The first step is to derive accurate quantities from blueprints and specifications. Civil engineers use

detailed drawings to measure:

- Excavation volumes

- Structural elements

- Pavement layers

- Drainage and utility installations

Digital tools like CAD software and estimation spreadsheets streamline this process, reducing errors
and increasing efficiency.
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Step 2: Rate Analysis
Next, engineers gather current unit rates:

- Contact suppliers for material prices

- Use historical project data

- Refer to published cost databases and government schedules
This step ensures that estimates reflect current market conditions, which can fluctuate frequently.
Step 3: Calculating Direct Costs
Multiply quantities by rates to find the direct costs:

- Materials

- Labor

- Equipment
This forms the core of the estimate.
Step 4: Overheads and Indirect Costs
Calculate overheads as a percentage of direct costs or based on specific overhead rates. For
example:

- Site office expenses might be 10% of direct costs

- Utilities could be estimated separately
Step 5: Adding Profit and Contingency
Profit margins typically range from 5% to 15%, depending on project complexity and market
competition. Contingency allowances are added to buffer against unforeseen costs, often around
10% of the subtotal.

Step 6: Finalizing the Estimate

Sum all components:
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Total Estimate = Direct Costs + Overheads + Profit + Contingencies
This comprehensive figure guides bidding, budgeting, and resource planning.
Variations and Models in Civil Estimation
While the basic formula provides a solid foundation, more sophisticated methods are often
employed for complex projects:

- Unit Price Method
Primarily used in government tenders, this method involves calculating the total cost based on
predetermined unit prices for various work items.

- Approximate Estimation
A quick, rough estimate based on percentage rules of thumb, suitable during the initial project
feasibility stage.

- Detailed Estimation
Involves comprehensive calculations, detailed measurements, and analysis, used for final project
costing.

- Parametric Estimation

Uses statistical models and historical data to predict costs based on project parameters like size,
location, and complexity.

Significance of Accurate Estimation Formulas in Civil Engineering
An accurate estimation formula directly impacts project success:
- Cost Control: Helps prevent budget overruns.

- Efficient Resource Management: Ensures optimal use of materials and labor.
- Competitive Bidding: Allows tenders to be both competitive and profitable.
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- Project Scheduling: Aligns financial planning with project timelines.
- Stakeholder Confidence: Builds trust among clients, investors, and contractors.

Conversely, inaccurate estimates can lead to:

- Cost overruns

- Project delays

- Reduced profit margins
- Damage to reputation

Challenges in Applying Civil Engineering Estimation Formulas

Despite their utility, several challenges can complicate estimation:

- Fluctuating material prices
- Variability in labor wages

- Changes in project scope
- Unforeseen site conditions
- Regulatory delays

To mitigate these issues, engineers often incorporate contingency allowances and regularly update
their data with current market trends.

The Future of Civil Estimation Formulas
Advancements in technology are transforming estimation practices:
- Building Information Modeling (BIM): Enables precise quantity extraction directly from 3D
models.
- Artificial Intelligence and Machine Learning: Improve prediction accuracy using historical data.
- Cloud-based Estimation Software: Facilitates real-time updates and collaboration.

- Data Analytics: Helps identify cost-saving opportunities and risk factors.

These innovations will make civil engineering estimation formulas more accurate, efficient, and
adaptable to complex project demands.

Conclusion
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The civil engineering estimation formula remains an indispensable tool in the construction industry,
underpinning effective project management and financial planning. By systematically analyzing
guantities, rates, overheads, and profit margins, engineers can produce reliable cost estimates that
guide bidding, budgeting, and resource allocation. As technology continues to evolve, so too will the
sophistication of estimation methods, promising more precise and dynamic approaches in the future.
Ultimately, mastering the principles and applications of civil engineering estimation formulas equips
professionals to deliver successful projects that meet both technical specifications and financial
objectives.

QuestionAnswer What is the primary purpose of civil engineering estimation formulas? Civil
engineering estimation formulas are used to accurately calculate project costs, quantities, and
resources needed, enabling effective budgeting and planning. Which are the most common
estimation formulas used in civil engineering? Some common formulas include volume and area
calculations, unit weight estimations, and formulas for concrete and steel quantities, such as volume
= length x width x height for slabs. How is the quantity of concrete estimated using formulas? The
volume of concrete is calculated by multiplying the cross-sectional area by the length of the
structure, e.g., volume = cross-sectional area x length, then multiplied by the unit cost to estimate
overall expenses. What is the significance of unit weight in civil engineering estimation? Unit weight
helps determine the amount of material needed per unit volume, which is essential for accurate
guantity estimation and cost calculation of materials like concrete and soil. How do civil engineers
estimate reinforcement steel requirements? Reinforcement steel is estimated based on structural
design drawings, using formulas that consider the area of reinforcement per unit length and overall
design specifications. Are there standard formulas for estimating earthwork quantities? Yes,
earthwork quantities are often estimated using formulas like volume = cross-sectional area x length,
and by applying average end area methods for cut and fill calculations. What role do estimation
formulas play in project cost control? They provide a basis for budgeting, comparing actual costs
with estimates, and making adjustments to stay within financial limits during project execution. How
can software tools enhance the accuracy of civil engineering estimations? Software tools automate
complex calculations, reduce human error, and allow for quick adjustments, leading to more precise
and efficient project estimations. What are the challenges in applying civil engineering estimation
formulas? Challenges include accounting for site conditions, material variability, design changes,
and ensuring data accuracy, all of which can affect the reliability of estimates.

Related keywords: civil engineering estimation, construction cost estimation, project estimation

formulas, structural estimation methods, quantity takeoff, cost calculation formulas, construction
budgeting, engineering cost analysis, material estimation formulas, project cost planning

Read the full article online: Civil engineering estimation formula
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Smm7 and cesmm3 differences

smm7 and cesmm3 differences are frequently discussed topics within the realm of construction
and civil engineering standards. Both codes serve as important guidelines for the design,
construction, and safety of concrete structures, but they originate from different regions and have
distinct principles, requirements, and applications. Understanding the nuances between SMM7
(Standard Methods of Measurement, 7th Edition) and CESMM3 (Civil Engineering Standard Method
of Measurement, 3rd Edition) is essential for professionals involved in project planning, estimating,
and contract management. This comprehensive article aims to clarify these differences, providing
insights into their scope, structure, applications, and key features.

Introduction to SMM7 and CESMMS3
What is SMM77?

SMM7 stands for Standard Methods of Measurement, 7th Edition, published by the Royal Institute of
British Architects (RIBA). It primarily pertains to the measurement and description of building works
and civil engineering projects in the United Kingdom. SMM7 provides standardized rules and
conventions for quantity surveyors to prepare accurate and consistent bills of quantities. Its focus is
on ensuring clarity, consistency, and fairness in contractual documentation.

What is CESMM3?

CESMMB3, or Civil Engineering Standard Method of Measurement, 3rd Edition, is a standardized
method developed by the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE). It is tailored specifically for civil
engineering projects such as roads, bridges, water supply, and other infrastructure works. CESMM3
offers a systematic approach to measuring civil engineering works, facilitating clear communication
among contractors, clients, and consultants.

Scope and Application

SMM7

- Scope: Primarily used for building works and civil engineering projects in the UK.

- Application: It is often employed in preparing bills of quantities, tender documentation, and
contractual arrangements related to construction projects.

- Coverage: Includes detailed rules for measuring various building components like foundations,
walls, roofing, finishes, and services.
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CESMM3

- Scope: Specifically designed for civil engineering works such as roads, bridges, dams, and
pipelines.

- Application: Used in civil engineering contracts, especially where precise and consistent
measurement of complex infrastructure works is required.

- Coverage: Encompasses measurement rules for earthworks, concrete, steelwork, drainage, and
other civil engineering elements.

Structural and Methodological Differences

Measurement Principles

- SMM7: Emphasizes measuring the entire scope of building components, often including detailed
itemization of materials and finishes. It provides comprehensive rules for measurement to ensure
consistency across building projects.

- CESMMa3: Focuses more on the measurement of civil engineering works, often dealing with
large-scale earthworks, structural elements, and infrastructure components. It simplifies some
measurement rules to suit complex civil projects.

Itemization and Description

- SMM7: Uses detailed descriptions and standard units for each item, emphasizing clarity and
specificity. It often includes sub-items for different finishes, materials, and finishes.

- CESMMa3: Uses broader categories and more general descriptions suited to large, complex civil
works. It emphasizes measurement of quantities rather than detailed descriptions of materials.

Units of Measurement
- SMM7: Commonly measures in square meters, cubic meters, linear meters, and units,
depending on the component.

- CESMMa3: Also uses similar units but may incorporate additional civil engineering-specific units
like hectares or kilometers for large-scale earthworks or infrastructure.

Classification and Categorization

SMM7
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- Divided into sections based on building elements such as foundations, walls, floors, roofs,
finishes, and services.

- Provides a systematic approach to measure each element, including subcategories for different
finishes and materials.

CESMM3

- Organized around civil engineering disciplines like earthworks, concrete, steelwork, mechanical
and electrical works, and drainage.

- Focuses on measurement rules for large-scale civil projects, often using broad categories to
streamline the process.

Pricing and Cost Estimation

SMM7

- Facilitates detailed quantity take-offs for precise cost estimation.
- Used extensively in preparing bills of quantities, which form the basis for competitive tendering.
- Ensures fair pricing by standardizing measurements.

CESMM3

- Supports estimating costs for complex civil engineering projects.
- Emphasizes measurement of quantities that are directly related to contract prices.
- Often used in conjunction with cost databases and pricing schedules specific to civil works.

Legal and Contractual Considerations

SMM7

- Widely adopted in the UK for building contracts.
- Forms part of the standard documentation for the JCT (Joint Contracts Tribunal) contracts.
- Ensures clarity in contractual obligations related to measurement and valuation.

CESMM3



civil engineering quantities 1990 Academic PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 10

- Used internationally in civil engineering contracts.
- Provides a common measurement language to reduce disputes and ambiguities.
- Often incorporated into NEC (New Engineering Contract) and FIDIC contracts.

Key Features and Highlights

SMM7

- Detailed measurement rules for building works.

- Emphasizes itemization and classification.

- Standardizes measurement conventions across projects.

- Supports comprehensive documentation, aiding in transparency and fairness.

CESMM3

- Tailored for civil engineering complexities.

- Focuses on large-scale, high-impact infrastructure projects.
- Simplifies measurement procedures for efficiency.

- Facilitates international and multi-disciplinary projects.

Summary of Main Differences

| Aspect | SMM7 | CESMM3 |

| Primary Focus | Building works, civil engineering (UK) | Civil engineering infrastructure
(international) |

| Structure | Element-based, detailed descriptions | Category-based, broader descriptions |
| Measurement Approach | ltemized, detailed, material-specific | General, quantity-focused |

| Units Used | Meters, square meters, cubic meters, units | Similar, with additional civil-specific units

| Application Scope | Construction tenders, building projects | Large civil infrastructure projects |
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| Contractual Use | UK building contracts (JCT) | International civil engineering contracts |

Conclusion

Understanding the differences between SMM7 and CESMM3 is crucial for professionals involved in
construction, civil engineering, and contract management. While both standards aim to ensure
clarity, fairness, and consistency in measurement and cost estimation, their scope, structure, and
application contexts differ significantly.

- SMM?7 is best suited for building projects within the UK, emphasizing detailed measurement of
building elements and finishes.

- CESMMS3 caters to large-scale civil engineering infrastructure projects, focusing on broad
categories and measurement efficiency.

Choosing the appropriate method depends on the project type, geographic location, and contractual
requirements. Familiarity with these standards enhances accuracy in estimating, reduces disputes,
and streamlines project execution.

Final Tip: Always consult the latest editions of these standards and consider regional requirements
or client specifications when preparing measurement documentation or estimates.

SMM7 and CESMM3 Differences: A Comprehensive Guide for Construction Professionals

Understanding the nuances between different standards and methodologies is vital for professionals
involved in construction cost estimation, project management, and contractual negotiations. Among
the most significant frameworks used in the industry are the SMM7 (Standard Method of
Measurement 7th Edition) and CESMM3 (Civil Engineering Standard Method of Measurement, 3rd
Edition). While both serve the purpose of providing structured approaches to measurement and
costing, they are tailored to different contexts and possess distinctive features that influence how
projects are estimated, tendered, and managed. This article delves into the fundamental differences
between SMM7 and CESMMB3, offering clarity for professionals seeking to navigate these standards
effectively.

Introduction to SMM7 and CESMM3

Before exploring their differences, it is essential to understand the origins and core purposes of each
standard.

SMM7 (Standard Method of Measurement 7th Edition)
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Developed by the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors (RICS), SMM7 is primarily used in the
United Kingdom for building works and associated civil engineering tasks. Its comprehensive
approach provides detailed rules for measurement, description, and valuation of building projects,
ensuring consistency across tenders and contracts.

CESMMB3 (Civil Engineering Standard Method of Measurement, 3rd Edition)

Published by the Institution of Civil Engineers (ICE), CESMM3 caters specifically to civil engineering
projects, encompassing infrastructure, roads, bridges, drainage, and other civil works. It emphasizes
clarity and efficiency in measurement, facilitating transparent and accurate cost estimates for civil
engineering projects.

Scope and Application

SMMY7: Focus on Building and Related Works

- Primary Use: Building construction, including residential, commercial, institutional, and minor
civil works.

- Applicability: Mainly in the UK, but also recognized internationally for building projects.

- Scope: Encompasses detailed measurement of architectural, structural, and finishing works. It
includes elements like doors, windows, finishes, and fixtures.

CESMM3: Focus on Civil Engineering Projects

- Primary Use: Civil engineering projects such as roads, bridges, tunnels, drainage, and large
infrastructure.

- Applicability: Used predominantly in the UK and Commonwealth countries; applicable where
civil engineering is the main focus.

- Scope: Covers earthworks, excavation, piling, concrete, steelwork, and other civil-specific items,
often with less granularity on architectural details.

Structural Framework and Measurement Approach

SMMY7: Itemized and Detailed Measurement

- Methodology: Uses a highly detailed, item-by-item measurement approach.

- Structure: Divided into sections and sub-sections based on building elements, with explicit
instructions on how to measure each component.
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- Measurement Rules: Strict rules govern how quantities are measured, including rules for
overlapping, inclusions, and exclusions.

- Advantages: Promotes uniformity and transparency; minimizes disputes by clearly defining
measurement boundaries.

CESMM3: Summary and Class-Based Approach

- Methodology: Emphasizes a more generalized, class-based measurement system.

- Structure: Items are grouped into classes (e.g., earthworks, concrete, steelwork) with standard
definitions.

- Measurement Rules: Focuses on measuring quantities in a way that reflects civil engineering
practices, often with less granular detail.

- Advantages: Speeds up measurement processes; adaptable to large-scale civil projects with
varied tasks.

Classification and Iltem Breakdown

| Aspect | SMM7 | CESMM3 |

| tem Granularity | Highly detailed, specific items for building parts | Broader categories with
standard items |

| Classification Approach| Element-based, subdivided by construction parts | Grouped into classes
based on material/type |

| Flexibility | Less flexible; precise measurement rules | More flexible; suitable for large, complex
projects |

Implication: SMM7's detailed classification ensures precise measurement for individual building
elements, making it ideal for projects with well-defined components. Conversely, CESMM3's
broader categories facilitate faster measurement of large, complex civil works where detailed
breakdowns may be impractical.

Measurement Rules and Methodology

SMM?7: Rigid and Prescriptive
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- Rules: Provides explicit instructions on how to measure each item.

- Overlap and Inclusion: Clear guidelines to avoid double counting or omission.

- Descriptions: Detailed descriptions of what should be included or excluded in each
measurement.

CESMM3: Principles over Prescriptions

- Rules: Focuses on general principles rather than prescriptive rules.

- Overlap and Inclusion: Less detailed guidance, relying on the experience of the estimator.

- Descriptions: Uses standard definitions but allows for some interpretation, increasing flexibility.
Implication: SMM7's prescriptive approach reduces ambiguity but requires more detailed effort.
CESMM3's principles-based approach offers efficiency but necessitates skilled estimators to ensure
consistency.

Units of Measurement and Quantities
SMM7
- Uses metric units (meters, square meters, cubic meters, etc.).
- Quantities are measured precisely following detailed rules.
CESMM3
- Also uses metric units but emphasizes standard measurement conventions for civil works.
- Focuses on measuring quantities that are relevant for civil engineering tasks, such as earthwork

volumes, lengths of pipelines, or surface areas.

Note: Both standards prioritize accuracy and consistency but differ in the specific conventions suited
to their respective industries.

Costing and Pricing Implications

SMM7

- Enables detailed cost breakdowns due to its granular measurement.
- Suitable for projects where detailed cost analysis and control are required.
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- Tends to produce higher tender prices due to detailed scope.
CESMMS3
- Facilitates quicker measurement and cost estimation for large-scale projects.
- Costing can be more generalized but still accurate.
- Often results in more competitive tendering due to streamlined measurement.
Contractual and Legal Considerations
SMM7
- Widely adopted in traditional building contracts.
- Its detailed nature supports clear contractual obligations and reduces disputes.
- Often incorporated into JCT (Joint Contracts Tribunal) contracts.
CESMM3
- Commonly used in civil engineering contracts, such as NEC and FIDIC frameworks.
- Its flexibility accommodates the dynamic nature of civil works.
- Supports transparent pricing and measurement in large infrastructure projects.
Key Differences Summarized
| Aspect | SMM7 | CESMM3 |
oo oo R
| Primary Industry | Building construction | Civil engineering |
| Level of Detail | Highly detailed | Broader, more generalized |
| Measurement Approach | Itemized, prescriptive | Class-based, principles-driven |

| Measurement Rules | Strict, explicit | Flexible, guidance-based |

| Typical Use | Building tenders, architectural works | Infrastructure, roads, bridges, utilities |
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| Flexibility | Less flexible | More adaptable |

| Speed of Measurement | Slower, detailed | Faster, suitable for large projects |

| Dispute Resolution | Reduced due to clarity | Slightly higher risk, relies on estimator skill|

Practical Implications for Professionals

Choosing Between SMM7 and CESMM3

Professionals involved in estimating and tendering must select the appropriate standard based on
project scope, industry sector, and contractual requirements.

- For Building Projects: SMM7 remains the standard, providing detailed measurement suited for
precise cost management.

- For Civil Engineering Works: CESMM3 offers efficiency and flexibility, essential for large,
complex infrastructure projects.

Integration in Modern Practice

While traditional standards are still prevalent, modern projects increasingly adopt hybrid approaches
or digital measurement tools that can incorporate the principles of both standards, ensuring
accuracy, efficiency, and clarity.

Conclusion

Understanding the differences between SMM7 and CESMM3 is crucial for construction
professionals aiming to produce accurate estimates, manage costs effectively, and avoid contractual
disputes. SMM77?s detailed, element-specific approach makes it ideal for building work, emphasizing
precision and clarity. In contrast, CESMM37?s broader, class-based methodology caters to the
complexities of civil engineering projects, prioritizing efficiency and adaptability.

Both standards have their strengths and limitations, and the choice between them should be guided
by project type, scope, and contractual context. As the construction industry evolves with
technological advancements, familiarity with these foundational standards remains indispensable for
professionals committed to delivering successful projects within scope, budget, and schedule.

End of Article

QuestionAnswer What are the main differences between SMM7 and CESMM3 in construction
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cost estimation? SMM7 is a Standard Method of Measurement used primarily in the UK, focusing on
detailed and itemized measurement of building works. CESMM3 (Civil Engineering Standard
Method of Measurement) is tailored for civil engineering projects and emphasizes measurement of
civil works such as roads, bridges, and drainage. The key difference lies in their scope: SMM7 is for
building works, while CESMM3 covers civil engineering works. Which measurement standard is
more suitable for civil engineering projects: SMM7 or CESMM3? CESMM3 is more suitable for civil
engineering projects because it is specifically designed to measure civil engineering works, ensuring
accurate and consistent estimation for such projects. SMM7 is primarily used for building and
construction works. Are the measurement procedures different between SMM7 and CESMM3? Yes,
the measurement procedures differ. SMM7 provides detailed rules for measuring building
components, focusing on items like walls, floors, and finishes. CESMM3 has measurement rules
tailored for civil engineering elements, such as earthworks, roads, and structures, with a different
approach to measurement and classification. Can SMM7 and CESMM3 be used together in a single
project? While technically possible, it's generally not recommended because they are designed for
different types of works. Using both standards in one project may lead to inconsistencies. Typically,
a project will adopt the standard appropriate for its scope?SMM7 for building works and CESMM3
for civil works. How do the costing formats differ between SMM7 and CESMM3? SMM7 uses a
detailed itemized format focusing on individual building elements, facilitating precise cost estimates
for building projects. CESMM3 employs a classification-based approach for civil works, often
grouping similar items together, which suits large-scale infrastructure projects. Is there any
difference in the level of detail provided by SMM7 and CESMM3? Yes. SMM7 tends to be more
detailed regarding building components, providing specific measurement rules for individual items.
CESMMB3 offers a broader measurement approach suitable for large civil works, focusing on groups
of related items rather than granular details. Which standard is more globally recognized: SMM7 or
CESMM3? SMM7 is more widely recognized internationally within the UK and some Commonwealth
countries for building projects. CESMM3 is mainly recognized within the UK for civil engineering
projects. Neither is as globally adopted as other standards like the New Rules of Measurement
(NRM) or ISO standards, but SMM7 has broader recognition outside civil engineering. Are there any
updates or newer standards replacing SMM7 and CESMM3? Yes, newer standards such as NRM
(New Rules of Measurement) have been developed to replace older standards like SMM7 for
building works in the UK. Similarly, updates to civil engineering measurement standards are
ongoing. It's advisable to use the latest standards for current projects to ensure compliance and
consistency.

Related keywords: SMM7, CESMM3, construction measurement, difference, methodology,
standards, measurement techniques, project estimation, cost analysis, contractual documentation

Read the full article online: smm7 and cesmm3 differences
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B N Dutta Estimating And Costing In Civil Engineering Pdf

b n dutta estimating and costing in civil engineering pdf is a highly valuable resource for civil
engineering students, professionals, and practitioners seeking comprehensive knowledge on the
principles and practices of estimation and costing in construction projects. This PDF serves as a
detailed guide that covers fundamental concepts, methodologies, and practical applications
necessary to accurately estimate project costs, prepare detailed estimates, and manage resources
effectively. Understanding the content of this resource can significantly improve project planning,
budgeting, and execution, ensuring projects are completed within scope and budget constraints.

Introduction to Estimating and Costing in Civil Engineering

Estimating and costing form the backbone of successful civil engineering projects. They involve
calculating the quantities of materials, labor, and equipment required, and then assigning monetary
values to these quantities to arrive at a total project cost. Accurate estimation helps in project
feasibility analysis, bidding, resource allocation, and financial management.

What is Estimating?

Estimating involves predicting the probable costs of a construction project based on detailed
analysis and data. It includes:

- Quantity take-offs

- Material costs

- Labor costs

- Equipment costs

- Overheads and contingencies

What is Costing?
Costing refers to the process of determining the actual costs incurred during the construction

process and comparing them with initial estimates. It involves:

- Cost control
- Cost analysis
- Variance analysis

Key Concepts in Estimation and Costing
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Understanding core concepts is essential for accurate estimation and effective costing.
Types of Estimates

Estimations can be classified based on accuracy and purpose:

- Rough estimates based on limited data, used for initial project feasibility.
- In-depth calculations with detailed quantities and prices, used for final bidding.
- Quick estimates using standard data, suitable for early decision-making.

Methods of Estimation

Various techniques are used for estimation, including:

- Unit Rate Method

- Analysis of Previous Projects

- Assembly or System Method

- Approximate Quantities Method

Factors Affecting Cost
Several factors influence project costs:
- Material prices and availability
- Labor wages and productivity
- Design complexity
- Location and accessibility

- Project duration and schedule
- Market conditions and inflation

Estimating Procedures in Civil Engineering
Accurate estimation follows a systematic approach, involving step-by-step procedures.

Step 1: Reading and Understanding Drawings

- Analyze detailed drawings, specifications, and project documents.
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- Identify scope and project requirements.

Step 2: Quantitative Analysis

- Take-offs: Measure quantities of materials and work items from drawings.
- Use standard measurement units and conventions.
Step 3: Preparing Quantity Schedule
- List all items with their respective quantities.
- Organize data systematically for easy reference.
Step 4: Rate Analysis
- Determine the unit rates for each item based on current market prices, labor wages, and
overheads.
- Use standard data, market surveys, and previous project data.
Step 5: Calculating Cost
- Multiply quantities by respective rates.
- Sum up for total estimate.
Step 6: Adding Contingencies and Overheads

- Include allowances for unforeseen conditions.
- Add overheads like site management, safety, and administrative expenses.

Costing in Civil Engineering Projects
Costing involves tracking and controlling the expenses incurred during project execution.

Types of Costs

- Materials, labor, and equipment directly involved in construction.
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- Indirect Costs: Overheads, administrative expenses, supervision, and safety costs.
- Contingencies: Budget for unforeseen expenses.

Cost Control Techniques

Effective cost control ensures projects stay within budget:

- Regular monitoring and comparison of actual vs. estimated costs
- Progress billing and cost reporting

- Change order management

- Efficient resource management

Valuation and Final Costing

- Prepare detailed bills of quantities.

- Apply current rates.

- Adjust for variations and changes during construction.

- Finalize the project cost for financial reporting and settlement.

Using the b n dutta Estimating and Costing in Civil Engineering PDF

The PDF by B N Dutta is a comprehensive document that provides:

- Conceptual explanations of estimation principles
- Standard procedures and formats for estimates
- Sample calculation methods

- Data tables for material and labor costs

- Guidelines for preparing detailed estimates

- Techniques for costing and budgeting

This resource is especially useful for:

- Civil engineering students preparing for exams

- Practicing engineers involved in project planning
- Contractors preparing bids and tenders

- Project managers overseeing cost control
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Practical Tips for Effective Estimation and Costing

To maximize the benefits from the B N Dutta PDF and improve estimation accuracy, consider the
following tips:

- Keep updated with current market prices for materials and labor.

- Use detailed drawings and specifications to avoid errors.

- Maintain a database of unit rates from previous projects for quick reference.

- Include contingencies prudently to cover unforeseen costs.

- Regularly review estimates during project execution to reflect actual costs.

- Document all assumptions and calculations for transparency and future reference.

Conclusion

Understanding and applying the principles of estimating and costing are crucial skills in civil
engineering. The b n dutta estimating and costing in civil engineering pdf is an invaluable guide
that consolidates essential knowledge, standard practices, and practical insights necessary for
accurate project estimation and effective cost management. By mastering these concepts, civil
engineers can enhance project planning accuracy, improve financial control, and contribute to the
successful delivery of construction projects within budget and schedule constraints.

Additional Resources

For further study, consider supplementing the B N Dutta PDF with:

- Standard textbooks on construction management

- Market surveys and updated rate analysis tools

- Software applications for estimation (e.g., MS Excel, specialized estimating software)
- Professional courses and workshops on project cost management

Investing time in understanding these resources will empower civil engineers to excel in estimation
and costing, ultimately leading to more efficient and profitable project execution.

b n dutta estimating and costing in civil engineering pdf: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

In the realm of civil engineering, precise estimating and costing are foundational to successful
project execution. The ability to accurately forecast project costs, resource requirements, and
timelines not only ensures financial viability but also fosters effective planning, procurement, and
management. Among the many resources available for civil engineering professionals, the B N



civil engineering quantities 1990 Academic PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 10

Dutta Estimating and Costing in Civil Engineering PDF stands out as a comprehensive guide that
has garnered widespread recognition for its clarity, depth, and practical applicability. This article
undertakes an exhaustive review of this influential resource, exploring its scope, structure,
significance, and utility in contemporary civil engineering practice.

Understanding the Significance of Estimating and Costing in Civil
Engineering

Estimating and costing are critical components in civil engineering projects, serving as the backbone
of project feasibility, budgeting, and financial control. Accurate estimates facilitate:

- Project Budgeting: Establishing realistic financial plans.

- Resource Allocation: Ensuring optimal use of labor, materials, and equipment.
- Tendering and Bidding: Preparing competitive and justified bids.

- Cost Control: Monitoring expenses during project execution.

- Profitability Analysis: Assessing the financial viability of projects.

Given these pivotal roles, civil engineers and project managers rely heavily on authoritative texts
and guides that distill complex methodologies into practical, digestible formats. The B N Dutta book
is one such resource, often referenced by students, practitioners, and academicians alike.

Overview of the B N Dutta Estimating and Costing in Civil
Engineering PDF

The B N Dutta guide is renowned for its structured approach to estimating and costing, combining
theoretical principles with practical examples. Its comprehensive nature makes it suitable for both
beginners and seasoned professionals aiming to refine their skills.

Core Features

- Extensive Content Coverage: Encompasses all facets of civil engineering estimates?from
earthwork to structural works, finishing, and services.

- Step-by-Step Methodology: Guides readers through preparing detailed estimates, including
guantities, rates, and overall costs.

- Practical Examples: Incorporates numerous solved problems and sample calculations.

- Updated Data and Standards: Reflects current practices, unit costs, and standard specifications.

- Clear Presentation: Uses diagrams, tables, and charts for enhanced understanding.

Accessibility and Format
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The PDF format ensures easy access, portability, and the ability to reference the material offline. It
is widely available through academic portals, bookstores, and online repositories, often
accompanied by supplementary materials such as question papers and tutorials.

Structural Breakdown of the Book

To appreciate the depth of the B N Dutta guide, it is essential to analyze its structural organization,
which typically includes the following sections:

- Fundamentals of Estimating and Costing

- Basic principles
- Importance of accurate estimation
- Types of estimates: Preliminary, Detailed, Approximate

- Measurement of Civil Works

- Methods of measurement
- Standard units
- Use of drawings and specifications

- Estimation of Different Components

- Earthwork and excavation

- Foundations and plinths

- Superstructure works

- Roofing and flooring

- Finishing works

- Plumbing, drainage, and electrical installations

- Rate Analysis

- Material rates



civil engineering quantities 1990 Academic PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 10

- Labour wages
- Overheads and profit margins
- Market rate compilation

- Preparation of Detailed Estimates

- Iltem-wise costing

- Quantities calculation
- Rate application

- Total cost estimation

- Cost Control and Monitoring

- Variance analysis
- Cost optimization techniques
- Tendering and contract management

- Special Topics

- Valuation of projects
- Maintenance estimates
- Project scheduling and cost implications

This logical progression ensures learners develop a comprehensive understanding from basic
concepts to advanced applications.

Utility and Practical Applications

The B N Dutta PDF serves multiple purposes within civil engineering contexts:

- Educational Tool: Essential for students preparing for exams, practical assessments, and
project planning courses.

- Reference Material: A go-to resource for practitioners during project estimation, tender
preparation, and cost analysis.
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- Training Resource: Used by organizations for training junior engineers and estimating staff.
- Standardization: Provides standardized methods aligned with industry norms, ensuring
consistency.

Advantages

- Simplifies complex calculations through detailed stepwise procedures.

- Offers real-world examples that mirror current market conditions.

- Facilitates understanding of the relationship between quantities, rates, and total costs.
- Enhances accuracy, reducing financial risks.

Limitations and Considerations

While the B N Dutta resource is invaluable, it is essential to recognize certain limitations:

- Regional Variations: Cost data may need updating to reflect local market rates.

- Technological Changes: Rapid advancements in construction technology may require
supplementary information.

- Methodological Updates: Industry standards evolve; hence, practitioners should cross-check
with the latest codes and standards.

Professionals should supplement the PDF with current market surveys, standard specifications, and
software tools for comprehensive estimation.

How to Effectively Use the B N Dutta PDF for Estimating and Costing

Maximizing the benefits of this resource involves adopting strategic approaches:

- Thorough Reading: Understand fundamental concepts before applying formulas.

- Practice Problems: Solve the included examples to reinforce understanding.

- Update Data: Cross-reference rates and standards with current market data.

- Use in Projects: Apply methodologies to actual project scenarios for practical learning.
- Training Sessions: Incorporate into training modules for budding civil engineers.

Conclusion: A Vital Resource in Civil Engineering Toolkit

The B N Dutta Estimating and Costing in Civil Engineering PDF remains a cornerstone resource for
civil engineering estimation and costing. Its comprehensive coverage, practical orientation, and
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structured methodology make it indispensable for students and professionals alike. As the
construction industry continues to evolve with technological advancements and market dynamics,
such foundational texts serve as guiding beacons, ensuring projects are executed within budget, on
time, and to the desired quality standards.

In an era where financial precision can determine project success or failure, mastering the principles
outlined in this guide is more critical than ever. Civil engineers equipped with the knowledge from
the B N Dutta resource can approach their projects with confidence, ensuring accuracy, efficiency,
and profitability.

Disclaimer: While the B N Dutta PDF is a valuable resource, users should always ensure they
consult the latest editions and supplementary standards to stay updated with current industry
practices and market rates.

QuestionAnswer What are the key topics covered in the 'B N Dutta Estimating and Costing in
Civil Engineering' PDF? The PDF covers fundamental principles of estimating, detailed cost
analysis, quantity surveying, earthwork estimation, concrete and steel calculations, tender
preparation, and project cost control techniques in civil engineering. How does the 'B N Dutta
Estimating and Costing' PDF help civil engineering students? It provides comprehensive
explanations, step-by-step procedures, and practical examples that enhance understanding of
estimating and costing processes, aiding students in exam preparation and real-world project
planning. Are there any recent updates or editions of the 'B N Dutta Estimating and Costing in Civil
Engineering' PDF? Yes, newer editions incorporate updated cost data, recent industry practices,
and revised methodologies to reflect current standards in civil engineering estimating and costing.
What are the advantages of using the PDF version of ‘B N Dutta Estimating and Costing' for civil
engineers? The PDF offers portability, easy access to detailed content, quick search functionality,
and the ability to reference specific sections efficiently during project estimation and cost analysis.
Does the PDF include practical exercises or solved problems in estimating and costing? Yes, the
PDF contains numerous solved problems, sample questions, and practical exercises to help users
understand real-world application of estimating and costing techniques. How can | access the 'B N
Dutta Estimating and Costing in Civil Engineering' PDF legally? You can access it through
authorized bookstores, educational platforms, or official publishers that provide legitimate copies, or
through your educational institution's library resources. Is the 'B N Dutta Estimating and Costing in
Civil Engineering' PDF suitable for professional civil engineers? Yes, it serves as a valuable
reference for practicing engineers, providing guidelines, standard procedures, and updated methods
for accurate estimation and project costing.

Related keywords: civil engineering estimating, B N Dutta costing, construction estimation PDF,
civil engineering cost analysis, B N Dutta project estimation, civil engineering PDF guides,
estimating techniques in civil, B N Dutta civil engineering book, cost estimation methods, civil
engineering calculation PDFs
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